
 

 

Planned Growth. 

There are a number of regional initiatives and assets that 

have the potential to transform the economic fortunes of King 

Township in the coming years. This includes the planned 

expansion of Seneca College’s King Campus and the York 

Region Broadband Strategy. In addition, many of the high-

value initiatives that are impacting the growth of York Region 

– such as the improvements to the 400-series highways, the 

GTA West Corridor, the expansion of public transportation 

including GO Transit, the current and planned review of the 

Provincial Policy Statement, the Greenbelt Plan and the Oak 

Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, while wholly dependent 

on the support, advocacy and/or decisions of the regional and 

provincial governments, have the potential to significantly 

alter the Region’s and the Township’s economic landscape.  

The Approach 

The approach employed in the economic development 

strategy has involved the following steps:  

1. An environmental scan and literature review of available 

local and regional census data, reports, studies and land 

use planning documents;  

2. A review of local and regional economic development 

efforts considered relevant to the development of the 

strategy;  

3. An assessment of local and regional business and 

investment trends;  

4. The development of an economic profile that highlights key 

patterns of change in relation to a variety of socio 

economic indicators;  

5. An analysis of target industry and business attraction 

opportunities;  

6. Stakeholder interviews with key business and community 

leaders, as well as municipal officials who are able to 

provide further insight into trends related to the Town’s 

ongoing strategic planning efforts, and land use and 

policy framework, and how these issues may affect the 

Town’s economic growth and development; and  

7. A SWOT assessment (strengths, weaknesses, 

opportunities and threats) that examined the Township’s 

ability to support the attraction, retention and expansion 

of business investment and its capacity to deliver on 

economic development programming.  

 

King Township has the opportunity to pursue an Agri-business 

Innovation Hub; complimenting the robust agricultural sector.  

 
 

King Township’s residential development follows a quality 

upscale theme, while still maintaining its small-town appeal. 

 
 

King Township 

2075 King Road 

King City, Ontario,  L7B 1A1 

www.king.ca 

 

 

EconomicKing.ca 

E: jsmyth@king.ca 

P: 905.833.4016 

F: 905.833.2300 

 

 

Economic action 
Quick Reference Guide to the King Economic Development Strategy 

November 2013 



 

Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities & Threats 

Strengths 

A Preferred Place to Live  

Location in the Greater Toronto Area  

A Strong Regional Economy  

Access to a Talented Local and Regional 
Labour Force  

Effective Community Partners: Flourishing 
agricultural Community  

Strong and Growing Educational Sector  

An Emerging Creative Economy  

Unique Cultural and Recreational Assets 
  

Weaknesses 

Lack of Investment Readiness 

Limited Broadband Connectivity  

High Cost of Employment Land  

Small Employment Base  

Outflow of Local Labour Force  

Age of Land Use Planning Documents  

High Cost of Housing  

Lack of Cultural Diversity  

Lack of a Distinctive Identity 
  

Threats 

Changes to Provincial Planning Framework 
will Take Time  

Sustainability of Debt Servicing  

Limited Public Transit Linkages  

Decline of the Equine Industry  

 

 

Opportunities 

Complete Community Improvement 
Plans  

Create a Corporate Gateway to the 
Community  

Leverage Post-Secondary Presence  

Pursue an Agri-business Innovation Hub  

Support for Small and Medium Sized 
Businesses  

Identify Strategic Employment Area  

Advocate Alignment of Economic Policy 
with Urban and Rural Economies  

Develop a Stronger Value Proposition for 
Business Investment  

 

“OUR GOALS SUPPORT THE                         
TOWNSHIP’S VISION OF A 

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY” 



High Level Goals 

The King Township Economic Development Strategy has four 

high level goals that are intended to anchor and qualify the 

Township’s strategic economic development initiatives. These 

goals also support the Township’s overarching vision of a 

sustainable community and the desired outcomes of the 

economic development planning process. 

 
1. Investment Readiness  

Increase attractiveness to new business investment and 
entrepreneurs and expand existing businesses 

Pursue collaborative partnerships that demonstrate 
leadership in rural economic development  

2. A Commitment to Community & Sustainability  

Support the growth of a viable local economy by enhancing 
the quality of place of our villages 

Become a model rural community that strives to balance 
economic growth with environmental responsibility 

3. A Culture of Entrepreneurship  

Leverage local talent and expertise to generate new 
investment and innovation in our economy 

 

Link regional post-secondary institutions and research 
activities to the local economy 
 

Support the growth and development of small business and 
entrepreneurs 

4. A Strong, Innovative Rural Brand  

Build awareness of the Township’s economic potential 
 

Promote and enhance the Township’s cultural, heritage and 
recreational resources 
 

 

 

Action Items 

Goal 1: Investment Readiness 
1. Initiate a review of the Township’s Official Plan and Zoning 

Bylaws 
2. Prepare Community Improvement Plans in the settlement 

areas of King Township 
3. Develop an inventory of commercial and industrial real estate 
4. Increase the availability of shovel ready industrial land and 

seek the appropriate approvals 
5. Complete a Corridor Study for King Road between Jane and 

Dufferin Streets with the goal of stimulating economic 
development 

6. Streamline the development approvals process for new 
commercial and industrial development 

7. Pursue opportunities to designate the lands at Highway 400 
and King Road as a Strategic Employment Area 

8. Support and promote York Region’s efforts to improve and 
leverage broadband connectivity 

9. Pursue opportunities to diversify sources of on farm revenue 
10. Pursue opportunities to expand the range of land uses that 

are permitted within the Township’s Greenbelt lands 
11. Participate in the tourism and industry development efforts 

being undertaken by Headwaters Equine Leadership 
12. Contribute to provincial discussions regarding the future 427 

and 400 link. 

Goal 2: A Commitment to Community & Sustainability 
13. Support the creation of Business Improvement Areas in each 

of the Villages 
14. Effectively promote the features and characteristics of the 

Township’s Villages that will appeal to visitors 
15. Consider the opportunities to create innovative live-work 

arrangements 
16. Consider the opportunities associated with the development 

of lifestyle housing 
17. Continue to support the implementation of a BR+E program 
18. Position and promoting King Township libraries as community 

gathering points 
19. Consider opportunities to create an eco-industrial park at King 

and Jane 
20. Amend the Township’s 2004 Procurement By-law to place a 

greater emphasis on environmental stewardship 
 

GOALS & OBJECTIVES 



  

Measuring Performance 

 

The effective implementation of the recommended actions for the King Township`s economic development office must be 

accompanied by effective performance measurement and monitoring. Performance measures are a tool to evaluate the 

effectiveness of an organization’s activities. By tracking and reporting on its efforts, the economic development office will be more 

likely to: 

Be accountable and responsive to the expectations of its stakeholders; 

Be able to demonstrate the return on investment into the department and the programs it supports; 

Improve its performance by learning from prior efforts, and; 

Receive additional support (in the form of staff, funding and other resources) to pursue its mandate. 

 

To that end, this strategy provides a series of potential performance measurements associated with each goal statement. These 

performance measures are preliminary suggestions to inform a more detailed accounting and evaluation of the office’s activities. 
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Goal 3: A Culture of Entrepreneurship 
21. Secure the development of an Agri-business Centre around 

Holland Marsh focused on innovation 

22. Pursue opportunities to create an innovation hub focused on 

research and education 

23. Initiate a crowdsourcing initiative for King Township to raise 

money for community development projects 

24. Give consideration to creating an economic development 

working group within the sustainability committee 

25. Work with Seneca College and York Region to support and 

expedite the Phase I planned expansion to be completed in 

2016. 

26. Work with Seneca College and the Holland Marsh Growers 

Association to develop and host a symposium on the “Future 

of Local Food in York Region” 

27. Collaborate with York Region`s Economic Development 

Department 

28. Promote the services of the York Small Business Enterprise 

Centre 

29. Develop a stronger partnership with ventureLAB in Markham 

to encourage and support entrepreneurship 

30. Work with Chamber of Commerce and Small Business 

Enterprise Centre 

Goal 4: A Strong, Innovative Rural Brand 
31. Prepare a detailed investment and community profile that 

illustrates the characteristics of the Township 

32. Build on the success of www.economicking.ca by creating a 

website that is dedicated to economic development 

33. Complete sector profiles for key economic sectors 

34. Leverage the investment marketing resources and efforts of 

York Region Economic Development 

35. Build on the success of Holland Marsh Soupfest and Feast of 

Fields to organize other local food events 

36. Promote more participation of local farms in York Region’s 

Farm Fresh Initiative 

37. Align the Schomberg Fair with the province’s Local Food 

Week. Leverage provincial funding and seek innovative 

partnerships to enhance the Schomberg Fair. 

38. Develop a Cultural Plan and Cultural Asset Map to support 

the development of the arts, culture, recreation and culinary 

tourism 
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